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iter-director Rian Johnson takes the 
J e ‘Star Wars’ franchise and 
depths of characters 
‘The Last Jedi.’ 


COUNTY 


Mark Hamill 
as Luke 
SkyWalker 


COURTESY OF LUCASFILM VIA AP 


MIKE ELIASON — SANTA BARBARA COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT VIA AP 
The Thomas fire burns canyons and ridges above Bella Vista Drive near Romero Canyon in Montecito on Tuesday. 


San Diego firefighters death 
second linked to Thomas fire 


8-year veteran of 
Cal Fire was fighting 
blaze near Fillmore 


—— 
From staff and news service reports 


A firefighter from San Diego 
was killed Thursday while battling 
the Thomas fire, the mammoth 
blaze burning in coastal moun- 
tains that has become the fourth- 
largest in California history. 

The firefighter, identified as 
Cory Iverson, was an engineer for 
Cal Fire based in San Diego fight- 
ing the fire in the Fillmore area 
of Ventura County, officials said. 
Authorities have not yet released 


details on how the accident oc- 
curred. 

Iverson, 32, is survived by his 
pregnant wife, Ashley, and their 
2-year-old daughter. 

Their second daughter is due 
this spring. 

“T am very saddened to report 
that a firefighter fatality has oc- 
curred on the Thomas incident,” 
said Cal Fire Chief Ken Pimlott in 
a statement. 

Officials in a press conference 
in Ventura County said they have 
launched an investigation into the 
accident but declined to discuss 
details as to how Iverson died. 

On Thursday afternoon, dozens 
of police and fire vehicles escorted 
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LARGEST CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES 


1. Cedar 


273,246 acres, 2,820 structures and 15 deaths in 
San Diego County in October 2003. 


2. Rush 
271,91lacres in Lassen County in August 2012. 
3. Rim 


257,314 acres and 112 structures in Tuolumne County 
in August 2013. 


242,500 acres, 972 structures and two deaths. 
5. Zaca 


240,207 acres and one structure in Santa Barbara 
County in July 2007. 


* As of Thursday evening 


New site presents 6-day wildfire forecast 
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few things. 


If 8,144 men and women, 1,004 
engines and 27 helicopters can’t 
control the massive fire just north 
of Los Angeles after a dozen days, 
we best cowboy up and learn a 


First and foremost, there’s a 
revolutionary new tool that pre- 
dicts fire threat levels well before 
the arrival of Santa Ana winds. 
More on that in a minute. 


Some 27 million trees died in 
California in the last 12 months, 
according to a new study by U.S. 
Forest Service officials. That 
brings the state’s total to 129 mil- 


phenomenon some call “devil 
winds.” 

Above normal fall tempera- 
tures, below normal precipitation 
and multiple days of devil winds 


lion dead trees — what firefighters throughout Southern California 


call fuel for wildfire. 

December and January — not 
October and November, as many 
believe — are peak months for 
powerful Santa Ana winds, the 


have created perfect conditions 
this month and next for hellfires. 
You don’t need a weatherman to 
know which way the wind blows 
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New uncertainty over GOP 
tax bill ahead of expected vote 


Sen. Marco Rubio said he would vote 
“no” on the bill unless there is an in- 
crease in the child tax credit. News 3 


Cal State Fullerton’s interim 
president is appointed 
Framroze Virjee, an executive for CSU's 


board of trustees, is set to succeed Mil- 
dred Garcia, effective Jan. 1. LocaL1 


$52B play 
for Fox will 
remake TV, 
Hollywood 


It sets stage for battle 
with Silicon Valley titans 


By Steven Zeitchik 
The Washington Post 


The Walt Disney Co., an entertainment 
company as sprawling as one of its land- 
mark theme parks, has pulled off one of 
the largest media mergers in history by 
acquiring the majority of assets from ri- 
val 21st Century Fox. 

The announcement resets the Holly- 
wood power grid. Disney, 
the nation’s largest studio 
by box-office returns and 
the company behind the 
Marvel and “Star Wars” 
franchises, is acquiring 
Fox, the third-largest stu- 
dio by that metric, known 
for the blockbuster “X- p 
Men” and “Avatar” fran- Iger 
chises as well as a host of 
midbudget crowd-pleasers and critically 
acclaimed films. 

It also brings brands such as FX, Na- 
tional Geographic and “The Simpsons” 
into the same fold as ESPN and ABC — 
all part of Disney’s gamble that a beefed- 
up company will be better equipped to 
tackle a slew of Silicon Valley giants. 


Disney will pay $52.4 billion for Fox, 
DISNEY » PAGE8 


FCC removes 
net neutrality 


rules in vote 


The regulations required all 
providers to treat traffic equally 


A 
From staff and news service reports 


In a vote along party lines, the federal 
government ended sweeping net neutral- 
ity rules Thursday, removing the strict 
regulations that guaranteed equal access 
to the internet. 

The Thursday vote at the Federal Com- 
munications Commission will likely 
usher in big changes in 
how Americans use the 
internet, a radical de- 
parture from more than 
a decade of federal over- 
sight. The move not only 
rolls back restrictions that 
keep broadband providers 
like Comcast, Verizon and 
AT&T from blocking or 
collecting tolls from ser- 
vices they don’t like, but bars states from 
imposing their own rules. 

The broadband industry promises 
that the internet experience isn’t going 
to change, but its companies have lobbied 
hard to overturn these rules. Protests 
have erupted online and in the streets 
as everyday Americans worry that cable 
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Oliva in 
San Juan Capistrano 


Amethyst at 
Parasol Park 


COME HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS & 
RECEIVE UP TO $60,000" IN SAVINGS 


Purchase a new residence during our New Home for 
the Holidays Celebration and receive up to $50,000 in 
combined Design Studio and Preferred Lender Incentives! 


Agave at 
La Floresta 


Morro at 
Eastwood Village 


NEW 


information subject to change. Models do not reflect ethnic preferences and housing 
open to all without regard to race, color, religion, sex, familial status, handicap or 


HOME 


COMPANY 


*Available on select neighborhoods and homesites only. Please see your neighborhood sales 


manager for details, terms and conditions. Offer valid through 12-31-17. 


A All 


national origin. TNHC Realty and Construction Inc. BRE #01870227. December 2017. 


